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4. PHONOLOGY. 

The voice of the Andamanese. — The voice of the Andamanese, though 
occasionally deep and hoarse, is usually pleasant and musical. The mode of 
speech is gentle and slow, and among the women a shrill voice is used in speak- 
ing ; but though the tendency is towards a drawled pronunciation, they can 
express their meaning quickly enough on occasion, too quickly, indeed, for a 
foreigner to clearly follow the minutiae of pronunciation without very close 
attention. The general tone of the voice in speaking is low. 

On an examination of the prevalent vowels and vowel interchanges and 
tendencies in the languages of the South Andaman I Bojigngiji ) Group of 
Tribes, as described by Portman, it may be said that they relatively speak thus 
from a close to an open mouth. 

Juwai with closed lips 

Boiigyab and Kol with flattened lips 

Balawa with open lips 

Bea with lips tending to open wide. 

It is interesting to note that the ahove results carry one straight from 
North to South. 

History qf the rednotion of the Language to toriting. — The Andamanese 
speech, as it is now studied, was first committed to writing on a system 
devised by myself, which was an adaptation of tbe system, invented by Sir 
William Jones in 1794 for the Indian Languages, and afterwards adopted, 
with some practical modifications introduced by Sir W. W. Hunterj by the 
Government of India as the **Hunterian System". My method of writing 
iVndamanese was subsequently modified for scientific purposes by Mr. A, J. 
nils in 1882, and having so highly trained and competent a guide, one cannot 
do better than use here a modification of his system, adapted to the needs of 
a general publication. Portman, untortunateiy, has, in his publications, gone 
his own way to the great puzzle of students. 

In this view, there is no necessity to say anything of the consonants 
used, and as to the vowels, the following table will sufficiently exhibit them 
in the Bea Language. 



Thb Vowels ih Bba. 



a 


ide«, cut 


a 


cur 


a 


fjther 


a 


iathom 


e 


b^d 


6 


fade 


e 

i 


vair 

M 


i 


police 



English Bea. 

alaba 



ba, yaba 

dake 

jarawA 

emej 

akab^da 
ela 

igbadigre 
yMx 





English 


Bea 





indolent 


boigoli 


5 


pole 


job 


o 


konig ( Gar. ) 


to 


6 


pot 


pdlike 


6 


awlnl 


tdgo 


u 


inflMecce 


bukura 


u 


pool 


pudre 


ai 


btte 


daike 


au 


howse 


chopaua 


ha 


haus (Gen) 


cbaa 


6i 


boel 


bdigoli 



Pectdiaritiea qf Speech. — Stress in Andamanese is placed on erery 
long vowel, or on the first syllable of the root or stem. Peculiarities of 
pronunciation in the iSouth Andaman Languages are as follow : 

Bba 

Sibilants tend to become palatals, s to ei : o and 6 are interchangeable : fioal open a 
and S tend to a and e: ^ is an indistinct palato-dentaL 

Balawa 

i is palato-dental and lisped, ef. Irish pronunciation of English t and d. The a vowelsr 
tend to be drawn out : a to become a, and d to become oS. There is also an incipient sindii 
xu worus ending in gutturals : tft y. f f^i, pig* rdg-ddamo^ pig's flesh. 
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BOJIGYAB 

ch is palato-dental and tends to t, and the ci of Bea teads in Eojigyab to become ^'j 
u e, , palatals tend to become sibilants, ' ^ 

JUWAI 

Short vowels are not clearly marked : e and a are interchangeable t final ^ an ^ tend 
to *, Vanishing short vowels are commoa and are shown thxi^^j^rdn(/api o is often drawled 
to ot penultimate e is lengthened to e, and stressed e is drawled lo ea. There is sandhi of 
final and initial vowels in connected coasecutive words. Dental, palatal and cerebral t all 
exist : palatals tend to dentals, ch to ti p tends to soften io ph and almost to/, 

KOL. 

a interchanges with d\ d tends to ed^ cf, old English pronunciation gyatitn, for gatm 
den : e tends to e: final open vowels are uncertain. 
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